ENGLISH INDEPENDENCE DECLARATION
from Rome.   That was just what It was not^            in
effect or intention. When Martin Luther, in his heroic
way, responded to the Pope's decree of excommunication
by publicly burning it, he was proclaiming, In the face
of all Europe, that the time for reformation was past.
It was as much a Declaration of Independence from the
Roman as that of the American colonies was to be from
the British Empire. The seamless robe of Christendom
was, of set purpose, to be rent in twain, and that at a time
when a victorious Islam was thundering at the
of Europe and threatening the safety of Rome Itself.
In a sense, it might be described as a resumption of
independence, the breaking away from Rome of that
Barbarian North that she had never been able to include
within the frontiers of her original empire. Up to these
frontiers, even in Germany, she was able, once she had
recovered from the first shock, and launched her counter-
offensive, to reclaim her dominion, Luther stands in
true line of succession from Arminius, the original
champion of German liberty from the Roman yoke,
and the parallel only becomes closer when we remember
that Arminius was very soon involved in war with other
chiefs protestant against Roman dominion.
And yet, striking as this analogy may seem between
ancient and modem, there is one respect in which it fails to
hold good. The old Germany might assert her formal
independence of Rome, and Rome, if she agreed with
her in nothing else, might sorrowfully admit that she had,
in part, made it good. But there are bonds of more
subtle textures than those, even, of organized Christianity,
During the long centuries of Rome's spiritual dominion
she had set her stamp on the German soul in a way that
no formal revolt could efface. The old spirit of untam-
able freedom, that more than anything else had dis-
tinguished the original Germans, had suffered mortal
injury. The habit of obedience was implicit in the law of
Rome, and that law had already, by the time of the
Reformation, gone most of the way towards driving the
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